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branch of the House of Hapsburg. This brought the Swiss Confederation into the field on the side of Sigismund, as a less dangerous neighbor than Burgundy. And in the coalition against him, Charles saw the hand and brain of Louis XL
Now Charles had married for his second wife Margaret, the sister of Edward IV. of England. Edward saw advantages to himself in at least threatening Louis with a renewal of the great war, m alliance with Burgundy. He carried a great armament over to France, but Charles neglected to hasten to his assistance. Edward was a highly accomplished soldier, but was much more disposed to accept a profitable bargain than to emulate Henry V. Charles's delay gave him his excuse; Louis was very ready to buy him off, and Edward went back to England without having struck a blow, but having secured a handsome pension which he was pleased to call a tribute. Charles was furious at what he called desertion, while Louis was very well satisfied to have deprived him of an undoubtedly formidable ally on such easy terms.
Meanwhile, however, Charles had made himself master of Lorraine which gave him continuous territory from the Netherlands to Burgundy; and he had got the promise of the reversion of Provence from the old king, Rene. To secure Alsace he had to deal with the Swiss Confederation, which he proceeded to attack in 1476, the year after the treaty of Pecquigny between Edward and Louis, His forces, however, met with a disastrous rout at Granson, which caused Rene to change his mind and make Louis his heir instead of Charles. The duke was only roused to anger, and renewed his attack upon the Switzers. Again, after a hard-fought battle, the Confederation won a complete victory at Morat. On the top of this came news that Lorraine was in revolt, led by Rene the younger, the disinherited grandson of Rene of Provence. Charles collected an army and attacked Nancy. Rene appealed to the Swiss for help; they gave it, and in the neighborhood of Nancy the army of Charles was annihilated and he himself was slain.
The heiress of Burgundy was Mary, a girl of twenty-one. Louis of France found no difficulty in claiming and securing from her the duchy of Burgundy. But of Artois and Franche Comte he could only obtain provisional possession, and all further acquisitions were prevented by the marriage of Mary to Maximilian, the son of the Emperor Frederick. The Netherlands and Franche Comte passed to the House of Hapsburg, not to Maximilian himself, but to the son, born shortly afterwards, who is commonly known as the Archduke Philip. But in due course Provence passed to the French Crown upon Rene's death. Lorraine remained an independent dukedom within the Empire, but Claud, the younger son of Duke Rene* became the progenitor of the great French House of Guise,,